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The Value of Innovation and Access to Medicines
Many more people are alive today and living longer due to new medicines and vaccines 
developed by our industry

The value our medicines and vaccines bring:

❑substantial social and economic contribution to society;
❑savings in the health system; and
❑new treatment options for a range of diseases



Pharmaceutical investment in R&D
Innovation is crucial, and the industry has contributed significantly to understanding 
health challenges and developing solutions

$149.8 billion 

in R&D
per year

2017

$181 billion
In R&D

2022



Roche is a global pioneer in personalised healthcare   
Innovation: it’s in our DNA

CHF 11.0 billion R&D investment

30 R&D sites worldwide *
26 manufacturing sites 

worldwide

3
*Pharmaceuticals and Diagnostics ** Strategy  & Global Innovation 1000, Winter 2017

94,442 employees worldwide

#1 R&D investor in healthcare**

Among top 10 R&D investors across industries

120 employees in 

Management Centre South 
Africa



The Impact of Pharmaceutical Investment in Innovation
Advancements in innovative medicines have fundamentally altered the 
healthcare landscape.

▪ Turned fatal illnesses 
like HIV/AIDs into 
chronic conditions;

▪ Slowed disease 
progression for 
rheumatoid arthritis;

▪ Helped to prevent 
previously widespread 
childhood illnesses such 
as rotavirus, chicken pox 
and pneumococcal 
disease;

• Cured a disease such as 
hepatitis C;

• Reduced mortality rates for 
cardiovascular and diabetes 
patients around the world, 
and;

▪ Revolutionized the care for 
some cancer patients with 
personalized therapies that 
have improved outcomes 
and extended life.



From Molecule to Medicine…
Researching, developing, manufacturing, and improving medicines and vaccines 
is at the heart of the industry’s contribution to health.

Cost of developing one drug estimated to be $2.6 billion

Ref: Tufts Centre for the study of  Drug Development, 2019



Intellectual Property Protection
In South Africa IP is vital to ensuring that our patients have continued access to 
innovative medicines

IP Protection
Drives innovation

Enables reinvestment in R&D
Promotes faster access to medicines

Contributes to creation of generics industry 



Ground-breaking advances in 
medicine are only meaningful 

when they reach patients.



Collaborating to increase Access to Medicines

The industry has learned that global health is about much more than medicines and 
vaccines 



The role of the regulatory authority in increasing access to innovation

The Medicines Regulatory Authority plays an important role in creating faster access to  
innovative medicines

R&D

Earlier 
regulatory 
approval

Greater access 
earlier

Faster 
recouping of 

R&D costs

More flexible 
pricing



Role of Pharmaceutical Industry
Continuing innovation towards better patient outcomes

• The R&D-based biopharmaceutical industry remains committed to innovate and partner to 

deliver better health for everyone, everywhere. 

• Its unique role in bringing about the discovery of and access to life-saving and life-enhancing 

medicines and vaccines matters as greatly now as 50 years ago – or 50 years down the line. 

• Patient needs – and the 2030 agenda set by the SDGs will drive efforts that are sustainable in the 

long-term



Doing now what patients need 
next


